TWO GRUESOME FINDS

By the finding of the skelstor
of a man nesr Druid on Sheltor,
Laurel somo three weeks ago, the
solution of a mystery that occu-
pled the minds of people of that
section Rome years ago seems
near solution.

One morning about ulght VEeRrs
ago a man named George Thomas
in the employ of the Laurel River
Logging Company, took his din-
ner pail and went to work as usual
in the woods. ‘I'hat, so far as
anyone in that section ever knew,
was the last seen of Thomas.
Inquiries and searches failed to
throw any light on his where-
abouts, and gradually his mys.
terious disappearance faded from
the minds of those who knew
him,

Three weeks ago an cinploge of
tho lumber company in making
an inspection of the forest un-
expectedly ran upon the sleleton
of a man, and immediately inter-
est was revived in the old mys-
tery. Thomas was known to have
had a brokcen leg which had heal-
ed with sn abnormal growth or
koot at the point of fracture,
This growth was found on the
bones of the skeleton. Another
evidence of identification was fur-
nished by his shocs, which were
still on the bones of his feet. A
local cobbler remembered having
placed a half-solo crosswise on
one of his shoes, and this half-
sole was found on  the shoe worn
by the skeleton;

OF course the conaition of the
skeleton made impossible any ex-
amination as to the cause of death,
but he was known to have been
subject to fits, and it is thought
that he had fallen victim to one of
these attacks, lost his way in the
deep woods and probably died of
starvation.

Another gruesome find of a
more recent tragody was uncover-
ad by the fluding of the charred
body of a -man near the White
Rock soction, but across on the
Tenndssee side, alout two weecka
ago. This body showed signs of
foul play, as the hend was litcrally
full of shot. J.eaves had been
piled over the body and set on
tire, making recognition impossi.
ble and helping to destroy evi.
dence ol the crime. The deand
man is said to have been seen go-
log in that direction just before
his disappearance, and 1t is

thooght he fell a vi 'Hm to .
shiners, s ” ‘q g@







