TILLMAN GOSNELL
PASSES SUDDENLY

WELL KNOWN CITIZEN OF
LAUREL SECTION LAID
TO REST SUNDAY

Friends of the deceased were very
much shocked to learn of the sudden
going Saturday of Mr. Tillman Gos-
nell, age 59, of near Revere. He
died about one o’clock P. M., Satur-
day, of double pneumonia, having
been seriously ill only since Thurs-
day before. It is said that he work-
‘ed all day Tuesday, the day of the
election, and that Wednesday, while
working in tobacco, began to feel
somewhat ill and grew worse until
the end. Mr. Gosnell is survived by
his wife and ten childven. He is sur-
vived also by three brothers, Henry
and Neil of Madison County, and
“Son” of South Carolina. He slso
leaves two sisters, Mrs. Vina Ram-
sey of Walnut, Alesie Bullman of
Revere. Funeral services were from
the home Sunday conducted by Rev.
Malley Rice and Rev. Bob Frecman,
interment following at the home
cemetery. Monday’s Asheville Cit-
izen had the following to say about
Mr. Gosmell:

Death Saturday removed Tilman
Gosnell, 59, one of the mos; success-
ful moonshine still raiders and one
.of the most unique law enforcement
officers Madison County has eve~ had.

Mr. Gosnell, an influential farmer
in the Revere section of Laurel, died
at his home of double pneurionia
contracted scveral days earlier. Fu-
neral services werc conducted yester-
day aftecrnoon and interment was in
the family burial plot near the home.
An unusually large concoursz of
friends was prescnt for the seivices,
among them Sherifl J. J. Bailey, of
Buncombe county, under whom the
“dead man served in Madison county
as an ofiicer, and members o Sheriff
“Bailey's -fanily: © P- Sonav W
vived by ten children and 2 numeer
of grand ¢“ldyem. *

“Gifted” Raide:_

Those ‘who were associat>d with
Gosnell as an officer declared that he
was “gifted”’ as a still raider. Al-
though a native of the mountain
section he b2came a sworn enemy of
moonshining and moonshiners. As
is not altogether unusnal, he devel-
oped a saperstition in his work as an
officer and folfowed his “hunches”

with remark:ble success. Fov many
years he had k2pt 2 hat which h.e .ra-
served for werw on’ en still raiding
occasicn® an: clainted never to h:.wc
missed finding a siill when wearing

the h:t. Fe still hed the ha' when

he died. . -
He had o method of Joeniing stills

which other nTeors said he cmployed
also with phensmenal st.lfzccss. ?Ie
always casried a lanze iack kr.)fe
which e¢nzhled him ‘o determine
whethae «til's were at the hegds of
streams he ciossed. e onerad the
large blade of the koife and stnc'k
the kni®e in tho sand of the qt}'eam s
bed. Iy o 7 alove, it w:\'s:.
only. a shol time ¥ 1 the “beer
sediment had sottid in the gvoove
of the knife’s handle. )
There arc any amuzing stox:nes of
Gosnell's Tacthods ond ex:eriences
as a mocnshine vailar, a cz’lrecr
which he pu:.uzd alwme most of the

time he was an officer. ll/ll/30




